STUDENT LIFE
of the old apprentice system   and the want of technical education.
Let us now turn to the life of the University student. We have seen the material with which we start. It must not be supposed, therefore, that the best examinations of the University can yield a result at all comparable to those in other lands where university education starts on a broader basis. It has been noticed that University students in India, although they study some of the most advanced text books, are scarcely in their mental equipment on a par with the Public School boys of England. Those who criticise University education and University government, even in its unregenerate days, forget that what is generally responsible for the disappointing results is the material supplied at the source.
You cannot make a silk purse out of a sow's ear. You cannot turn out advanced students after three or four years' study of difficult subjects if you begin with raw material which cannot assimilate or respond to your methods, and over the production of which you had no control. A vigorous attempt has been made in recent times to reorganise completely the government of the Universities, and to considerably raise the standards of the Colleges affiliated to them. A good start has been made in that direction, but no sanguine hopes can be entertained until the fabric of education is remodelled from its very foundations, and greater attention is paid to the social